
 

No….. Where are you FROM, From?              May 4, 2019 
Identity and Intersectionality  
 
8:30-9:45 KEYNOTE SPEAKER:  Amira D. Mogaji  
9:45-10:00 Break 
10:00-11:30 SESSION ONE 
11:30-12:30 Lunch 
12:30-2:00 SESSION TWO 
2:00-2:15 Break 
2:15-3:30 SESSION THREE 

 
 
LOCATION SESSION ONE 

10:00-11:30 
SESSION TWO 
12:30-2:00 

SESSION THREE 
2:15-3:30 

 To Validation or Not 
Validate? 
Martha Teien 

Hybrid Summer Camp 
Hannah French and Becca 
Arnowich 

The Seven Elements of Art 
Jana Morgan Herman 

 Decolonizing Curriculum 
Adrienne Anderson 

The Importance of Adolescent 
Rites of Passage Experiences: 
Using Pan-cultural Ritual 
Elements to Mark Transitions 
Peter Piche 

Big History 
Kyle Herman 

 Researching Out of the Box 
Blake Johnson 

Squaring and Square Roots: 
Moving From the Peg Board 
to Abstraction 
Tina Barath and Anne Prosser 

Critical Thinking Through 
Cosmis Education 
Claudia Mann 

 DERS:  Measuring What 
Matters 
Seth Webb and Katy Mattis 

Team Teaching and How to 
Share Spaces 
Blake Johnson 

Early Learning Centers: Risk 
Management and Insurance 
Discussion 
Matt Genova 

 The Montessori Spiral 
Curriculum: From Early 
Childhood to Adolescence 
Mandi Franz  

Creating Balance in the Age of 
Technology 
Jana Morgan Herman 

Montessori Based MTSS 
(Multi-tiered System of Support) 
Christine Lowry 

 Cosmic Education for Young 
Children 
Donohue Shortridge 

Today’s Child and the New 
Normal in Special Needs 
Christine Lowry 

Teaching Peace as a Lifestyle 
Kelly Crabtree 

 Montessori from Birth to 
High School; a Teaching and 
Parent Perspective 
Kymm Garcia 

Montessori for Aging Adults 
with Memory Loss 
Lisa Armao 

Navigating Community Grief 
From the Inside and Out 
Julie Bragdon and Dr. Sara 
Knickerbocker 

 No Tantrums with Kind 
Habits 
Katherine Perry 

Building Resilience 
Brenda Christians 

The Gift of Dyslexia 
Tori Virlee 

 Demystifying Montessori 
Middle School 
Mel Wheeler 

Gender Diversity and Equity 
Sara Bloomberg and Theresa 
Hennessy 

Montessori By Any Means 
Necessary 
Koren Clark and Tiarra Knox 

 

 

 

 



SESSION ONE: 10:00-11:30 

 

To Validate or Not Validate?      Primary/Early 
Childhood 

Martha Teien, M.Ed. 

Join the president of CMA to discuss the process and the benefits of becoming a Validated 
Montessori school in the state of Colorado.  How hard is it ~ REALLY?  How long will it take ~ 
REALLY?  Let’s go through the steps together so you can get all your questions answered!  
 

Decolonizing Curriculum  Upper Elementary/Secondary 

Adrienne Anderson 

Teaching for Social Justice requires more than providing culturally sensitive and aware materials. In this 
workshop you will learn how to adapt history curriculum through a Montessori lense to create engaging, 
critical units that push your scholars to think beyond their lived experiences.  

 

Researching Out of the Box  Elementary/Secondary 

Blake Johnson 

Researching in the Montessori classroom can be somewhat overwhelming and exciting at the same time. 
We will talk about ways to guide creative research and leave with tools to use in order to best help our 
students research for their needs in some "out of the box" ways.  

 

Cosmic Education for Young Children                     Infant/Toddler/Primary/Early Childhood 

Donohue Shortridge 

The Montessori elementary curriculum elegantly addresses cosmic education. What about children in the 
first plane of development? What is their cosmic task? What is the relationship between the young child 
and his natural and cultural world? We’ll explore. 

 

DERS:  Measuring What Matters Admin 

Seth Webb and Katy Mattis 

How do we implement Montessori faithfully within an educational system that has identified standardized 
testing as the primary means of ensuring accountability? Come learn about the wide-scope outcomes that 
matter most for children, and how the DERS can help teachers and schools support children’s natural 
development.  

 

The Montessori Spiral Curriculum:      Primary/Early Childhood/Elementary/ 
From Early Childhood to Adolescence    Secondary/Admin  

Mandi Franz 

The Montessori curriculum can be described as a spiral curriculum. The Montessori materials and lessons 
are designed to be repeated with more complexity and deeper abstraction as the child develops. From 
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Early Childhood through Adolescence, lessons spiral from simple, very concrete studies to abstract, 
complex studies. In this workshop, we will gain an overview of the spiral curriculum and look at one 
example of the spiral. We will use interrelated sensorial and math materials - from the pink tower (Early 
Childhood), to cubing binomials (Elementary) and abstract proofs (Adolescence). Participants will leave 
with a better understanding of the genius of the Montessori materials, some reasons that scope and 
sequence are important, and a big dose of inspiration.  This workshop is appropriate for Montessori 
guides (Early Childhood to Adolescence) and Administrators who would like to explore the "big picture" 
of the Montessori curriculum.  

 

Montessori From Birth to High School;                        Infant/Toddler/Primary/Early Childhood/ 
a Teaching and Parent Perspective Elementary/Secondary   

Kymm Garcia 

The Montessori experience from birth through High school. Sharing my experience of being a Montessori 
teacher in infant/toddler, primary and elementary class years to raising children in the Montessori 
philosophy through High school and beyond. I will discuss the home environment, the school and life 
outside.  

 

No Tantrums with Kind Habits Infant/Toddler/Primary/Early Childhood 

Katherine Perry 

The Topic of the workshop is How communicate with children in a kind and successful way. Tools and 
suggestions to the best way to communicate with children. Helping teachers to better  understand 
children, enjoy teaching, and appreciate these precious early childhood years.  With a very interactive 
workshop, Katherine will capture teachers with activities that make them engage with the topic, think 
about their own children's needs, and the way to understand and communicate with them in a kind, 
positive way. 

 

Demystifying Montessori Middle School              Infant/Toddler/Primary/Early 
Childhood/  
Elementary/Secondary/Admin 

Mel Wheeler 

Even as trained Montessorians, many of us have a difficult time articulating what goes on in the 
Montessori middle school classrooms when asked by parents or other teachers. It may surprise you to 
know that you have more knowledge about Montessori middle school than you realize. This workshop 
will help take the mystery out of Montessori middle school and illustrate how middle school fits in with 
the rest of the school's Montessori philosophy as well as giving you talking points about what makes 
Montessori middle school so unique and effective for adolescents.  

 

 

 

 

SESSION TWO: 12:30-2:00 

Gender Diversity and Equity       Primary/Early Childhood/Elementary/Admin 
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Sara Bloomberg and Theresa Hennessy 

This workshop will teach you about LGBTQ representation, diversity, and inclusion in an Early 
Childhood environment, and set forth how that can be achieved. Among the topics to be explored: 
supporting children of same-sex families, guiding children who are exploring their own gender and sexual 
identities, and incorporating gender diversity and equity into your curriculum. We will also discuss ways 
to communicate these curriculum updates to families. You will leave with resources for supporting 
children, families, and staff, as well as current terminology and book lists. 

 

Using Ritual Elements to Create Adolescent Secondary 
Rites of Passage Experiences  

 Peter Piche     

The careful, ritual footprints left by our ancestors have been engulfed by the traffic of modern civilization. 
Nowadays, traditional life passage ceremonies are not a part of the lives of most citizens. For many 
adolescents in our culture their so called rites of passage frequently involve destructive pursuits (smoking, 
sex, drugs, drinking).  Come learn about how to create a pan-cultural rite of passage experience that 
includes several weeks of reflective preparation culminating in some sort of nature-based solo experience 
supported by your Community. The solo experience is designed to help graduating students to better 
understand themselves and their place in the world, so that they are better able to overcome the challenges 
ahead, and to seize the new opportunities that await them. 

 

Creating Balance in the Age of Technology             Infant/Toddler/Primary/Early Childhood/
                              Elementary/Secondary/Admin 

Jana Morgan Herman 

What is the correlation between overexposure to media, technology, and brain development? How much 
is too much? How do we know? As Montessorians, we provide a counterbalance to today's media 
onslaught with activities that extend concentration, critical thinking, social graces and courtesies, and that 
nurture the executive functioning skills necessary for optimal brain development. Come see the research 
and learn how you can make a difference for children. 

 

Building Resilience             Infant/Toddler/Primary/Early Childhood/ 
                             Elementary/Secondary/Admin 

Brenda Christians 

Please join Brenda Christiansen as we explore the impact of toxic stress and trauma through the 
groundbreaking lens of the Adverse Childhood Experiences Study. We will also spend time discussing 
how we can leverage our Montessori practice to help children build resilience. In addition, we will define 
strategies to continue our own spiritual preparation so that we can sustain our practice. "The real 
preparation for education is a study of one’s self. The training of the teacher who is to help life is 
something far more than the learning of ideas. It includes the training of character, it is a preparation of 
the spirit." (Maria Montessori, The Absorbent Mind) 
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Hybrid Summer Camp           Primary/Early Childhood 

Hannah French and Becca Arnowich 

In this workshop we will discuss how to create a hybrid Montessori summer camp for your school. We 
will talk about themes, lesson ideas, marketing, and how to create a successful and FUN summer camp 
program for your school. This workshop is targeted towards early childhood programs. 

 

Today’s Child and the New Normal in Special Needs          Infant/Toddler/Primary/Early Childhood/   
 Elementary/Secondary/Admin 

Christine Lowry 

We know we are serving increasing numbers of students with a diversity of needs- students who learn 
differently and struggle with self-regulation and behavior challenges. This participatory workshop will 
explore the who, the why, the what, and the hows for working with the children we strive to support in 
our Montessori environments. 

 

Squaring and Square Roots                                           Elementary/Secondary  

Tina Barath and Anne Prosser 

Explore squaring and square roots using beginning peg board problems, moving to more advanced 
problems before moving on to abstraction. Participants will have the opportunity to practice lessons 
hands-on, work with both the instructors and/or in small groups.  

 

Team Teaching and How to Share Spaces      Upper Elementary/Secondary/Admin 

Blake Johnson 

Often Montessori classrooms are shared by multiple adults and the children. We will talk about best 
practices with team/co-teaching, partnership environments, and how to best help teachers who share 
spaces. We have to work together in order to best serve each child, so come find out ways on how to 
make a shared environment work. 

 

Montessori for Aging Adults with Memory Loss              Infant/Toddler/Primary/Early 
Childhood/  
Elementary/Secondary/Admin 

Lisa Armao 

Both AMS and AMI have programs using the Montessori Method for Aging and Dementia as an 
innovative approach to dementia care that can be adapted for individuals or groups as a philosophy of 
care. The goal of the Montessori program is to support people living with dementia by creating a prepared 
environment, filled with cues and memory supports creating the opportunity for meaningful work that 
enables individuals to care for themselves, others, and their community so that they may live as 
independently as possible.  If you'd like to learn about Montessori for Adults with memory loss and 
intergenerational learning, join me!  
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SESSION THREE: 2:15-3:30 

 

The Seven Elements of Art                         Primary/Early Childhood 

Jana Morgan Herman 

Art materials and experiences are often missing in early childhood Montessori classrooms, with the 
exception of crafting and simple shelf works. However, the seven elements of art are inherent in materials 
she designed. Additionally, Montessori speaks about the importance of dramatic arts and storytelling, as 
well! Come join me as we learn about these seven elements and see what Montessori says about 
imagination, creativity, story-telling, and its supreme importance to the child's development in our 
environments. 

 

Big History                     Secondary 

Kyle Herman 

The Five Great lessons unify the parts of the elementary curriculum into one epic and thrilling story that 
ignites the imagination of the child, but the secondary curriculum - especially in public high schools - gets 
fragmented and never put back together again. The adolescent needs a meaningful curriculum that orients 
them to their time and their cosmic task. David Christian’s Big History approach aligns with the cosmic 
curriculum both methodologically and philosophically. Rather than 5 Great Lessons, Big History uses 8 
thresholds of increasing complexity to unify the story of the universe, our planet, life, and humanity. Big 
History connects the otherwise isolated territories of modern scholarship into a map of space and time that 
orients students to where they came from, where they are, and where they are going. In this way, Big 
History stokes the flames of imagination sparked in the second plane and furthers the sense of purpose, 
reverence, independence, and responsibility fostered by the cosmic curriculum.  

 

Montessori Based MTSS             Infant/Toddler/Primary/Early Childhood/ 
                                        Elementary/Secondary/Admin  

Christine Lowry 

This Montessori-based prevention vs. reaction framework is a model for a positive, inclusive classroom 
for ALL students, including those with challenges.Participants will explore: preparing a supportive 
physical and social-emotional environment; opportunities for self-regulation, social skills, and conflict 
resolution; classroom community of respect; and understanding function of behavior to develop an 
Individualized Positive Behavior Plan for change. 

 

Teaching Peace as a Lifestyle                         Primary/Early Childhood 

Kelly Crabtree 

Teaching peace to children is not a curriculum, it is a lifestyle; an art. Through her 18 years of research, 
Kelly has discovered simple yet profound ways to promote peace among a community of young children. 
It first starts with the guide, from within. Every day is a spiritual transformation. One's gestures, language, 
mannerisms, and energy must be peace & mindful. Her intentions for this presentation is to share her 18 
year childhood expedition of peace and mindfulness with others. 
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Critical Thinking Through Cosmic Education Elementary/Secondary/Admin   

Claudia Mann 

How we approach lessons, whether is be language, math or history has a huge effect on the quality of 
student engagement and critical thought development. Using Cosmic Education as the framework, this 
hands-on workshop will provide practical tools for making the most of your precious lesson moments. 
The workshop includes lessons, curriculum connections and hands-on experiences.  

 

The Gift of Dyslexia      Primary/Early Childhood/Elementary  

Tori Virlee 

Dyslexia impacts 10-20% of our students! This workshop will help you understand dyslexia, how it 
impacts students, and how to support impacted students in your classroom. You will leave with tools and 
lesson ideas that you can use in your classroom right away. While these lessons are designed for children 
with dyslexia, they are effective with all students.  

 

Navigating Community Grief From the Inside and Out         Infant/Toddler/Primary/Early Childhood/
 Elementary/Secondary 

Julie Bragdon and Dr. Sara Knickerbocker 

“I thought I could describe a state; make a map of sorrow. Sorrow, however, turns out to be not a state but 
a process.” C.S. Lewis 

Members of Montessori School of Denver faculty and administration will share insights and specifics on 
how we empathetically navigated death and grief from different school roles. We will discuss what we did 
to support our school community from the inside, staff and students as well as on the outside, parent 
community and friends of the school. Topics include self-care, professional preparation, pastoral 
community care, student resources, timeline of support, grief triggers, communication tools, and special 
considerations.  

 

Montessori By Any Means Necessary                Elementary 

Koren Clark and Tiarra Knox 

In this workshop we will examine the tension that educators experience between the Montessori method 
and the Montessori philosophy as they strive to meet the needs of the child. We will explore what happens 
when the humanity of the children we are serving is put above the Montessori method.  As we unpack 
what it means to “observe the child” teachers will learn how and when the Montessori method might get 
in the way of the Montessori philosophy. We will examine classroom antidotes and Montessori theory so 
that teachers can identify the strands of critical consciousness that exist within the Montessori philosophy. 
We will look at the implications of nurturing this critical consciousness within our classrooms along the 
lines of age, gender, race and culture. Finally, we will examine the possible impact of what happens to the 
needs of marginalized children when the Montessori method is prioritized over the philosophy. 

 

Early Learning Centers: Risk Management and Insurance Discussion Admin 

Matt Genoa 
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